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A Journal. June, 2021 

 

From the Pastor's Desk: 
 

The moment that so many here at the Rec have been 

waiting for is now here! The Session has approved 

for Sunday, June 13, as our return to in-person 

worship. For those not ready, or unable, to return we 

will continue the live broadcast of worship through 

Zoom.  
 

Worship will look a bit differently, however. Please 

be sure to read below our action plan and guidelines. 

In addition, our primary guidance as a Session was 

not science alone for our decisions, but also 

Christian compassion and hospitality. Our goal is to 

create a worship space where personal well-being 

and safety are achieved without sacrificing the spirit 

of worshiping together. We believe the action plan 

below honors both of these goals. 
 

Below is how the service will look from your 

Session's planning: 
 

- Worship remains at 11am 

- Masks will be required and disposable masks and 

hand sanitizer will be available. Masked worshipers 

will be admitted into the sanctuary individually, or 

in family groupings until no more can be seated 

safely. 

- There will be 6-feet distancing between individuals 

and/or family groupings. Removal of some 

sanctuary chairs will be needed to set up clusters of 

chairs suggestive of the spaced seating. 

- Greeters will be stationed at various entrance 

points to ensure worshipers access the sanctuary at 

different entry locations thereby limiting 

overcrowding at any one entrance. 

- Masked singing will be allowed focusing on 

singing for a shorter duration. 

                                 (… continued on next page…) 
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- Focus will be given to shorter services allowing 

more time for fellowship after the service concludes. 

Worshipers who are able to fellowship outside will 

be encouraged to do so, weather permitting, allowing 

those with different abilities or health concerns to 

remain indoors, if necessary. 

- Bulletins will be printed with hymns included and 

distributed by email. Worshipers may choose to read 

from paper or their electronic devices. Books will be 

removed from chairs to make for easier movement 

of chairs and to lessen the weight of the chairs while 

moving. 

- No additional special cleaning of surfaces will be 

required between worship services because of CDC 

findings; ventilation fans will be used in doorways. 
 

Following worship, there will be an invitation to use 

the campus areas for fellowship, gathering, and re-

connecting. We will need to be mindful of other 

groups who may use the campus later in the 

afternoon. However, we will have space to roam. 

Additionally, if you'd like to arrive early and meet 

with folk outside of the sanctuary that will be fine. 

We know worship setup may require a calm, less 

crowded sanctuary before worship for a while as we 

all get a new pattern set. 
 

Pastor Troy 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION 

The following appeal comes from the Presbyterian 

Peace Fellowship urging us to take steps to gain 

some control over the gun violence epidemic we are 

experiencing in our society.  (Excerpted) 

With gun violence engulfing our nation and with our 

hearts at risk of numbness, we must keep faith.  

Please join us in the actions below and let us know 

how God calls you to save lives. 

On June 4-6, 2021 Wear Orange Weekend calls 

forth creative action across the nation: vigils, blood 

donation drives, advocacy for Background Checks 

legislation, acts of service to communities hard-hit 

by gun violence.  

 

Why Orange?  Orange is the color that Hadiya 

Pendleton’s friends wore in her honor when she was 

shot and killed in Chicago at the age of 15—just one 

week after performing at President Obama’s 2nd 

inaugural parade in 2013.  After her death, they 

asked us to stand up, speak out, and Wear Orange to 

raise awareness about gun violence. 

Background Checks Bills Stalled in Senate - Act 

Now! 

These life-saving bills have been stalled in the US 

Senate for two months. During that time, 

approximately 6,700 Americans have died from gun 

violence: 

--HR 8 The Bipartisan Background Check Act of 

2021, requires background checks on all gun sales, 

including online and gun shows. HR 8 has already 

passed in the House of Representatives. 

--S 529 The Background Check Expansion Act, 

introduced in the Senate with the same goals as HR 

8. It has 46 Senate Sponsors. 

--HR 1446 The Enhanced Background Check Act 

of 2021, closes the "Charleston Loophole," which 

currently allows gun sales to proceed unchecked if a 

background check takes more than 3 days. This is 

especially important for preventing domestic abusers 

from buying guns during a risk protection order. HR 

1446 has already passed the House of 

Representatives. 

What happens now?  

All 3 bills have been referred to the Senate Judiciary 

Committee. One of our Senators is on that 

committee.   Please reach out to Senator Thom Tillis 

to support comprehensive background checks on all 

gun sales through HR 8, HR 1446 and S 529. 

The Reconciliation Peace Community urges you to 

join in these actions to raise awareness of gun 

violence.  The statistics are sobering!  Call Senator 

Thom Tillis’ office and ask him to vote for this 

much needed legislation.  And, get out those orange 

shirts, dresses, scarves or armbands.  We’ll wear 

them on the weekend of June 4-6 in solidarity with 

gun violence victims everywhere! See you in 

orange!   

                 - Justice and Peace Committee 
in 2020 was not able to consider overtu 
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r overtures on gun violence preventioncy. Stay tuned! 
Though the -era General Assembly in 2020 was not 
able to consider overtures on gun violence 
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EVERY CHILD DESERVES A FAMILY 

From the Session: 

The Session approved signing onto in support of the 

Every Child Deserves a Family Act. By reading 

below you may find your heart moved to sign on as 

an individual. 

  

We at Family Equality are asking you to join the 

over 250 other faith leaders who have signed a letter 

backing the Every Child Deserves a Family Act to: 

  

1. SUPPORT the Every Child Deserves a Family 

Act.  Civil rights icon John Lewis was the lead 

sponsor of the Act for eight years and you can 

see a video of him speaking about it and read 

more about the bill here.  

2. OPPOSE discrimination against LGBTQ+ and 

religious minority families and children in the 

child welfare system – often carried out under 

the guise of “religious liberty.”  
  

The letter is here.  You can sign on here. We will 

provide the sign on letter to your Representative and 

Senators. 
  

This Act promotes the best interests of all children in 

the foster care and adoption system by ending 

discrimination against LGBTQ+ and religious 

minority youth, foster parents, and families. By 

doing so, it increases the access of all children to 

affirming, loving and stable homes. Currently, 

LGBTQ+ parents are four times more likely to have 

our children removed by the state, simply due to 

discrimination.  And, one in three foster children 

identify as LGBTQ+, but have much worse 

experience in care, with fewer family placements 

and higher rates of residential facility placement, 

homelessness, being trafficked, and aging out of 

care without a family. 
  

Thanks so much for your support for LGBTQ+ and 

religious minority children and families touched by 

our child welfare system. 

  

Best, 

Laura Brennan 

  

Laura Brennan | Policy Intern 

Family Equality 

 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING OLDER ADULT AWARD 

From the Session: 
 

The Session approved Sandra Burt as the 

Outstanding Older Adult award recipient for the 

Church of Reconciliation! This means that Sandra, 

along with other nominees from congregations 

across New Hope Presbytery will be recognized with 

this award. The awards presentation will be a zoom 

gathering at 3 PM on Sunday, June 13th. 

Congratulations, Sandra!!! 
 

From the New Hope Presbytery Office - It is our 

hope that you will join the New Hope Presbytery on 

Sunday, June 13th at 3:00 PM, for this special day set 

aside to recognize Outstanding Older Adults from 

our Presbytery. Please type in this link to register 

(www.nhpresbytery.org/older-adults-2021). Once 

you have registered, you will be sent a confirmation 

and instructions on how to join the Zoom gathering. 
 

Presbytery of New Hope, (919) 322-0143 

2022 McDonald Lane, Raleigh, NC 27608 

 

 

 
 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY  

     Our friend, Jose Chicas, is no longer confined in 

a small house away from his family after 3 years in 

sanctuary, thank God.  His road to safe status 

remains uncertain and perilous.  Now Jose needs to 

find work and earn money. He is hoping to power 

wash houses.  Please consider hiring him and 

spreading the word.  Drop us a quick note in the 

church office to get Jose’s contact information 

(churchrec@churchrec.org).  

                                      -- Thank you,  

                                          David and Mary Seed 
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https://www.childrensrights.org/honor-john-lewis-by-upholding-the-dignity-of-all-children-and-families/
https://www.childrensrights.org/honor-john-lewis-by-upholding-the-dignity-of-all-children-and-families/
https://everychilddeservesafamily.com/about-ecdf-act
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kug8KhOLEMgRxs3CQHA9pb5XxYAgOzAb0RNLwrcRPzg/edit
https://forms.gle/mxkhNqk61VvQZUS29


 prevention, the Advisory Committee on Social 
Witness Policy and the Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Program original overture to update the policy came 
from Chicago Presbytery with support from other 
presbyteries. The updated version will be ready for the 
GA to consider in 2022 and will reflect new thinking 

about the intersection of poverty, race and gun 
violence, police gun violence and the church's role in 
the larger nation-wide movement to prevent gun  

 

 
 

 
ELDER-ON-CALL                                     

  6th  Charron Andrews 

13th  Sandra Burt 

20th Babbie Cameron 

27th Sue Regier 
 
 

CAREGIVERS 
  6th  Erik & Libby Johnson 

13th  Margaret Barrett,  

        Lil Royal 

20th Sarah Stitsinger, 

       Jo Anne Peterson 

27th David & Mary Seed 
 
 

MUSICIANS 

  6th  Akiko Haywood 

13th  Dale Herman 

20th  Dan Mason 

30th  Akiko Haywood 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FLOWERS                                    
  6th  Beth Welton 

13th  Chris Lutes 

20th Jeep Morrison 

27th Sandra Burt 

 

 

CHANCEL SET-UP                                    
  6th  TBD 

13th  Sandra Burt 

20th  Howard Carter 

27th Courtney Chàvez 

 

 

SINGING LEADER                                  
  6th  Dan Mason & John Rupp 

13th  Sandra Burt 

20th  Howard Carter 

27th  Courtney Chàvez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REC TECH TEAM                                    
Michael Jokich, Jess Bowers, 

Simon Covington, Anne Lutes 
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JUNE RESPONSIBILITY SCHEDULE:  
Worship at 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings via Zoom 

If you have a conflict with this schedule – please call others on the list and make a swap. Then inform 

 the church office of these changes at 919-929-2127 or churchrec@churchrec.org.  THANKS! 

During the month of June please contact staff  

by email or phone. We will be in the office  

on Tuesday and Thursday mornings,  

but working from home other days. 

 

Troy’s Office Hours:  

     Mon-Thur, 9 AM – 12 Noon, and by appointment 

     (tclesherthomas@gmail.com) 

Karen’s Home Office Hours:  

     Tues/Wed/Thurs 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM   

     (karen@churchrec.org) 

JoAnn’s Office Hours:  

    Home Office: Mon/Wed/Fri, 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

    Rec Office: Tue / Thu, 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

      (churchrec@churchrec.org) 

 

 

 

mailto:churchrec@churchrec.org
mailto:tclesherthomas@gmail.com
mailto:karen@churchrec.org
mailto:churchrec@churchrec.org


June, 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 
 

 1 
Mid-Week Email      

Blast 12:00 Noon 

Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH) 

Outreach 6:30 PM  

2 
Bible Study 

2:00 PM (Patio) 

Worship Committee 

7:00 PM (Zoom) 

3 
L & S  

7:00 PM (Zoom) 

Adult Ed  

7:00 PM (Zoom) 

Weekly Email Deadline  

 is 10 AM on Thursday 

4 
 

Friday Email Blast 

12:00 Noon 
 

 

5 
 

6 
11:00 AM   Sunday Worship –  

Wear Orange to Worship! (see pg. 2) 

2:00 PM Celebrations & Concerns 

7 
 

Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH) 

Deadline for Mid-Week 

Announcements  10 AM 

              Email Blast 12:00     8      
RPC 4 PM (Zoom) 

Personnel 5:00 PM 

 Learning Bridges 6 PM 

RecTech 7:00 PM  

  9 
 

Bible Study 

 2:00PM (Patio) 
 

 

 10 

 

 

Weekly Email Deadline  

 is 10 AM on Thursday 

 11 
 

Friday Email Blast 

12:00 Noon 
 

 

               12 
  

 

 

13 
11:00 AM   Sunday Worship 

               (Sanctuary or Zoom) 

2:00 PM Celebrations & Concerns 

 

       14 
 

Learning Bridges  

6:00 PM (FH) 

 

Deadline for Mid-Week 

Announcements  10 AM 

              Newsletter            15 

Deadline 10 AM                                  
            Mid-Week Email 12:00  

Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH) 

Outreach 6:30 PM 

JPC 7:00 PM (Zoom) 

                                         16 
 

Bible Study 

2:00 PM (Patio) 

 

 

              17 

Deacons 

6:30 PM (Zoom) 

Earthcare 

7:30 PM (Patio) 

Weekly Email Deadline  

 is 10 AM on Thursday 

18 
 

Friday Email Blast 

12:00 Noon 

 

19 
 

 

20 
11:00 AM   Sunday Worship 

               (Sanctuary or Zoom) 

2:00 PM Celebrations & Concerns 

 

                             21 
Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH) 

 

Deadline for Mid-Week 

Announcements  10 AM 

22 
           Mid-Week Email   

Blast 12:00 Noon 

Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH) 

Session 6:30 (Zoom) 

                   23 
 

Bible Study 

2:00 PM (Patio) 

 

24 
 

MCY 6:30 PM 

(Zoom) 

Weekly Email Deadline  

 is 10 AM on Thursday 

 25 

Friday Email Blast         

12:00 Noon 

Rec Craft Circle 

1:30 PM (Zoom) 

26 
 

27 
11:00 AM   Sunday Worship 

               (Sanctuary or Zoom) 

2:00 PM Celebrations & Concerns 

 

               28 
Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH) 

Deadline for Mid-Week 

Announcements  10 AM 

              29 
             Mid-Week Email 

Blast 12:00 Noon 

Learning Bridges 

6:00 PM (FH)   

Outreach 6:30 PM 

             30 
 

Outdoor Worship 

2:00 PM (Patio) 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Join us on Sunday mornings for 

Worship at 11:00 AM! 

NOTE: The deadline for getting articles/calendar events into the July Reconciler will be 

Tuesday, June 15th.  Leave a message or email your information! (churchrec@churchrec.org) 

Troy on Vacation 

June 14-18 



LET’S DO THE NUMBERS…” 

Each month, Session will report key financial data about our church’s budget. 
 

        April 2021 revenue   =  $27,915 

       April 2021 expenses =  $25,626 
 

       January - April 2021 revenue   =  - $128,020  

       January – April 2021 expenses =    $103,221 

If you have questions, please be in touch with Sue Regier, Session Liaison to Finance Committee, or 

Finance Committee Chair Jim Spaeth. 

 

 

ON-LINE GIVING AT THE REC 

      You can now give securely online to the Church of 

Reconciliation via the Tithe.ly app.  Simply navigate to 

https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app on your smartphone to 

download the app.  We also have a button on the church’s website, as 

well.  Once you download the app, simply search for “Church of 

Reconciliation PCUSA.”  Note you can currently direct your gift either to “General Offering and Pledges” or to “Blue 

Jar Mission.”  The app collects a small fee from the church from each transaction so please also note you have the 

option of covering the fee, which will increase your donation by approximately 3%.  You can watch a short 

information video on Tithe.ly at this website:  https://vimeo.com/195985593. 

 

 

 

     Church of Reconciliation 

      110 North Elliott Road 

     Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

          (919) 929-2127  

   Web Page: www.churchrec.org 
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Please join us on Sunday mornings for 

Worship Live Stream at 11:00 AM on Zoom! 

Website: www.churchrec.org        FaceBook: facebook.com/ChurchRec                

Phone: (919) 929-2127  

Staff E-mails: tclesherthomas@gmail.com (Interim Pastor) 

karen@churchrec.org (Karen); churchrec@churchrec.org (JoAnn)   
 

 

https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app
https://vimeo.com/195985593
http://www.churchrec.org/
mailto:karen@churchrec.org
mailto:churchrec@churchrec.org

